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Top Technology Trends Everyone Should 
Know Now

Joe Francica
Directions Magazine



They almost always end with disappointments
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The Problem with 
Trends?





From GPS to Google
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Disruption in Geospatial
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Recent 
Headline
s
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Augmented Reality
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Your World is upside down!
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James McQuivey
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There will emerge a new type 
of company … the disposable 
company.

What does it take to start a company?



Meet your new competitor … a 12-year who builds smartphone apps



James McQuivey
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The force of digital disruption 
doesn’t just reduce these barriers 
… it OBLITERATES them

The pace of disruption is accelerating
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Basic observations that are or 
have radically changed 
Geospatial FOREVER!!!!

Sent by anonymous Directions Magazine Reader
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The Web has virtually replaced 
paper map books
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Cell phone GPS capabilities have virtually replaced 
recreational GPS and portable navigation devices
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OpenStreetMap data has 
commoditized if not marginalized 
map data providers
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Google has commoditized satellite imagery



Good bye to 
the desktop!

26

What’s 
Next?
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for coming to 

Let’s get 
disruptive
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